Globe Trotting - This time it\'s Cuba

Posted by SpeedMonkey - 2008/03/07 15:58

Now | know that the cars are fairly old in Cuba,
But does anyone know what the windy surfing scene is like out there?
We're off there @ the end of May, just wondered:

1) had anyone been there
2) What was the kit like / saftey cover / shark situation?

Oh and if anyone has been to Langwai?? in Malaysia whats the windy surfing like there? It's where were going in Sept
for the honeymoon but I'm sure a bit of sailing would be allowed?!?:unsure:

Thanks all

Re:Globe Trotting - This time it\'s Cuba

Posted by TwoFish - 2008/03/08 20:15

It's quite a few years since | was there, but I'm afraid there was little evidence of windsurfing then and all the reports I've
read since have suggested the windsurfing scene is fairly pants (a few plastic planks at the hotels sort of thing).

Brian Talma did a bit of a write-up (in his unique styley)
http://www.irieman-talma.com/stories/cuba.html

There've been a few threads on the Boards forum too, normally descending into a me vs the lefties spat, but there is
some useful info there.

It's a fabulous country to visit though. There's the wierd time warp thing, mixed with the Latin/Caribbean culture, mixed
with one of the last bastions of nutcase socialism, mixed with lovely (if poor and oppressed) people.

Do you plan to travel around on your own a bit? That would be my top tip. Me + ex rented a car and it meant we could
get off the normal tourist trail and out of the bits you're expected to stay in. We (unlike the locals) had no hassle from the
police / state services and | suspect tourists can still (or even more so) do as they please as long as they keep bringing
dollars. The only scary moment was when we were flagged down by two soldiers, but it pretty soon turned out they were
bunking off work, wanted lift home and had worked out they could pass through police check points without stopping if
they were in a tourist car. They dived onto the floor when we approached a check-point.

So, don't expect to get a decent sail, but you will have a brilliant time.

Oh and the rum is fantastically good.
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